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ANNUAL SUMMARY. 
THE year just past has been principally marked by political battles in 








England, and by rumours of wars throughout Europe. Men’s minds 
have been too excited to bestow much thought upon the wrongs of 
Africa and her enslaved populations, and yet we may take comfort in 
knowing that the great work of human freedom advances towards its 
final goal, though its step be feeble, and often apparently retrograde. 


Cuba. 


SELDOM is it given to the actors in so great a struggle, as that which for 
half a century has been waged against Spanish greed in Cuba, to witness 
the success of their long campaign. Yet here we have something like 
full fruition, for, as was announced in the Axzti-Slavery Reporter, for 
November, 1886, Slavery is now finally abolished in the island of Cuba. 
There are still living members of Committee, notably such veteran Aboli- 
tionists as Mr. STAFFORD ALLEN, Mr. WILLIAM ALLEN, Mr. EDMUND 
STURGE, Mr. JAMES CLARK, and vihers, who can remember the early 
struggles of the ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY against Slavery in British 
Colonies,and who have for many years assisted in creating that strong public 
opinion, before which the Cuban Slave-holder is now compelled to yield up 
his claim for the right to hold property in his fellow man. It must be 
specially gratifying to these earnest Philanthropists to be able in 
looking back upon the horrifying past, with its annual freight of 40,000 
Slaves landed in Cuba, now to read the noble edict of the QUEEN OF 
SPAIN, issued from the Palace of the Cortes, in July last, which commences 
thus :—* Fyrom the date of the promulgation of this Law, the patronage 
established by the law of 13th February, 1880, shall cease in Cuba.” 



























SEE antec oe ~ 
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We trust that not a few amongst the younger members of the 
Committee may live, in like manner, to witness the termination of 
Slavery, not only in Brazil, but also in the blood-stained districts of 
Central Africa, though at present the prospect is not very hopeful. 


Brazil. 


THE passing of the SARAIVA Act for the registration of Slaves in 
Brazil, which was confirmed and regulated during the past year, does 
not fulfil the hopes of the Abolitionists. At the best it is a one-sided Act, 
mostly for the benefit of the Planters, and of little use to the Slaves. 

The following quotation from a report on this Act, drawn up for the 
ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, by Mr. J. V. CRAWFORD, late Vice-Consul 
in Cuba, will serve to show how little prospect there is that such 
legislation can be final. 

“The Slave-owners, in obtaining the passing of the Saraiva Act, have 
secured the prolongation of Slavery in Brazil for thirteen years, together with 
the only possible means of indemnity for the emancipation of their Slaves. 
The Act has been framed with the view of continuing Slavery under a system 
of obligatory contracts afterwards, on the plea of preventing vagrancy in the 
Empire, but they (the Slave-owners) will probably find that such a system 
cannot be enforced. It has failed in Cuba, and everywhere it has been 
attempted. 

“With unfettered freedom, good treatment, and fair wages, there is no 
reason why the negro Slaves of to-day should not be induced to work as only 
free men can work ; but it is to be feared that in Brazil, as has been the case 
in Cuba, the Slave-owners are too short-sighted to prepare for the day of 
emancipation, or to recognise any other végzme than that of coercion.” 


Egypt. 
THERE is nothing further to report respecting Slavery in Egypt. Tie 
Home for Freed Women Slaves, in Cairo, is still doing excellent work, 
and has earned the praises of Sir EVELYN BARING, its president, who 
looks forward to much good from the operation of this benevolent 


Institution. 
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The abolition of the Corvee, or forced labour system, has 
been strenuously fought for, not only by Colonel CoLiIn ScorTt- 
MONCRIEFF, head of the Irrigation Works in Egypt, and Sir 
EVELYN BARING, but also by the enlightened Minister NUBAR 
PacHA. A grant of £250,000 to pay for Canal works and 
maintenance in 1886 was obtained, and the free labourers rejoiced 
in their improved status. At the last moment a hitch has occurred, and 
there have been threats of calling out forced labour again. The grant of 
£250,000 had to be allowed by the Commissioners of the Public Debt, 
and of these all approved, excepting those for France and Russia, who 
declined to pass the account. There appear to be signs that France 
will not actually persist to the extent of stopping the grant, and it is to 
be hoped she will not incur the odium of Europe by insisting upon a 
renewal of the hateful Corvée system. This is only one of the many 
difficulties the British authorities in Egypt have to encounter through 
the distrust and enmity of so-called friendly Powers.* 


Central Htfrica. 


THE prospect in Central Africa has become dark indeed. The whole of 
the interior seems to have relapsed into more than its usual barbarism. 
The death of King M’TESA, of Uganda, and the accession of his cruel 
and weak-minded son, has been quickly followed by the murder of the 
devoted Bishop HANNINGTON ; and the slaughter, with marked ferocity, 
of the native Christians on Victoria Nyanza. Only one English 
Missionary, Mr. MACKAY, is now left alive in Uganda ; and the position 
of this solitary soldier of CHRIST, in such a den of lions, is one that 
causes grave anxiety at home. In the last two numbers of the Azzz- 
Slavery Reporter, we gave a long account of the position of EMIN 
PACHA, and the efforts that are now making to send him relief. Since 
that date, Mr. H. M. STANLEY has started for Zanzibar, with a number 





®* Nore sy Eprror.—While this was in the press, the news was telegraphed that 
the difficulty was arranged, and that the Corvée would not be called out. 
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of followers, to rescue this devoted servant of the Egyptian Government, 
His course will be watched with eager interest, and all will hope that 
this time the relief expedition may not be too late. 

It is noteworthy that the effort to save EMIN PACHA, the last remnant 
of General GORDON’S little band of heroes, will probably solve the 
question which was uppermost in GORDON’s mind just before he started on 
his last fatal mission to Khartoum. In January, 1884, General GORDON 
sent a post-card from Brussels to the writer of this notice, which briefly 
said: “Jt zs 250 miles from Bahr Gaselle to Stanley's Station on Congo, 
with navigable river all the way. It is 2,000 miles from Cairo to Bahr 
Gazelle, crow’s flight—C. G. G.” 

GORDON’S idea was that the Soudan could be reached and civilised 
by way of the Congo ; and that was what he intended doing, had he not 
been ordered to Khartoum. Now, when all is lost in the Soudan, and 
anarchy reigns supreme in that vast country—which once rejoiced under 
the beneficent rule of General GORDON 
by that very route which he sketched so concisely on his prophetic post- 





deliverance seems likely to come 


card ; for STANLEY has declared that the casiest, safest, and quickest 
route to EMIN BEy’s province on the Equator is va the Congo, and 
across that narrow belt of unknown country which had not escaped the 
quick eye of General GORDON, Out of the darkness that has so long 
enwrapped these distant regions, a light seems now to dawn, as the hand 
of one of GORDON’s brave lieutenants is stretched out to grasp that of 
the heroic rescuer of LIVINGSTONE. Fiction is truly less strange than 
history, and we who believe in the future regeneration of Africa may 
well take courage and hope on. 


Eastern Hfrica and Wyassa. 
THERE has been good work done in the Nyassa district, where the 
UNIVERSITIES’ MISSION and the AFRICAN LAKES COMPANY are 
bringing the civilising influences of Christianity and of legitimate trade 


before the people. This will do much to put down the Slave-trade, 


though the progress will be slow. It takes a long time to eradicate such 
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aconfirmed habit from any people, and it is doubly difficult when civilised 
nations, under the false plea of hiring labourers, covertly encourage the 


Slave-trade. 


Mozambique and Madagascar. 


THE return of Consul O’NEILL to his post at Mozambique, after a well- 
earned repose, has stimulated the action of the Portuguese authorities, and 
has resulted in the clever capture of several Slave-laden dhows. 

In Madagascar there are signs that an organized Slave-trade is carried 
on between the the south-west of the island and the French Colonies of 
Réunion, and other islands. The ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, which some 
months ago gave Lord IDDESLEIGH information upon this point, has 
asked Parliament to call for a full enquiry upon the Slave-trade in 
Madagascar, in which it is to be feared several British and French 


subjects are largely implicated. 


Morocco, 
THERE is nothing to report from Morocco except that Mr. KIRBY GREEN 
has succeeded Sir JOHN D. HAy as British Minister, and that the electric 
cable is now laid from Gibraltar to Tangier, thus placing Morocco in 
telegraphic communication with the civilized world. When will the electric 
Wires penetrate the gross darkness that still veils the interior of that 


unhappy country ? 


Obituary and Legacies. 


DEATH has removed many staunch supporters of the cause of Abolition 
from the scene of their earthly labours. The RIGHT HONOURABLE 
W. E. Forster, RICHARD ALLEN, JUDGE SHELDON AMOs, Miss 
HANNAH ALBRIGHT, Rev. C. J. GALLAWAY, JOSEPH HOARE, Dr. 
INGLEBY, Dr. MADDEN, Mrs. ANNE STEPHENSON, Mr. ELIZURWRIGHT, 
are amongst the best known of those supporters of the ANTI-SLAVERY 
cause who have died during the past year. The loss of the material 
aid rendered by some of these friends is a severe blow to the funds of 
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the Society, whilst some of them rendered Parliamentary and other public 
services which it is not easy to replace. 


LEGACIES. During the past year there has been only one small legacy, 
It would be of great service to the cause if some of those who possess worldly 
wealth would kindly think of the ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY when they are 
arranging their charitable bequests. The annual income of the Society 
is below its expenditure, and thus the Society is dependent upon such 
occasional larger gifts for its very existence, 


1887. 
Work still to be done. 


WE need only repeat what we said last year, viz.: The work of the 
ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY never ends, and therefore in the wear and tear 
of our busy, everyday life, let us 


“Remember them that are in bonds.” 
RERG DOD 


The late Right hon. W, EE. Forster. 


WE call attention to an advertisement in this number of Zhe Reforier, 
announcing the steps now set on foot to provide funds for a suitable Memorial 
of the departed Statesman and Philanthropist. Mr. Forster, like his father, 
the truly Christian-minded WILLIAM ForsTEr, was an ardent abolitionist and 
devoted friend of the down-trodden African races. The father died in a 
foreign land when engaged on an Anti-Slavery mission, and the son, also, was 
struck down when at the post of duty. His long and anxious services to his 
country told at last, even upon his powerful frame ; but he still kept on his 
harness, even when prostrated by painful illness; and he died, as he had 
lived, working to the last for the good of his fellowmen. Such men are 


sorely missed, for there are not many who, with such sterling honesty, 
combine so much rugged strength. He is one whose memory ought to be 
preserved in some useful monument that shall bear his honoured name. 














Jan. & Fes., 1887.] ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER. , 


The Corvee in Egypt. 
ITS THREATENED RENEWAL, 


Ir there is one thing for which the poor Egyptian Fellah will in future ages 
bless the English rule, it will be in the abolition of the Corvée, or forced labour 
system. From the days of PHaRAoH to Ismalt, the fellaheen of Egypt have 
been subject to being called out to work without pay or tools in making and 
maintaining canals, and in any other public work of a like nature. Hard has 
been the lot of these unfortunates, with their scanty fare, their still more 
scanty clothing—their only tool a basket and their bare hands—and over them 
the terrible switch of the supple Kourbash. When the irrigation works of the 
Delta were placed under the able supervision of Colonel Coin Scortr- 
MoncrIEFF, that eminent and humane engineer determined to carry on his 
great works on an entirely different system. The Corvée and its Kourbash 
should be abolished, and the fellah should receive a fair day’s wage for a fair 
day’s work. This he gradually accomplished, and his name will be ever blessed 
in the annals of the English occupation of Egypt. 

In this fair pot of ointment now turns up the ever to be expected fly ; 
and from the banks of the Seine, and not the Nile, comes the hateful 
marplot. 

The works had been going on, and the men were paid for their labour, and 
the sum of £250,000 had been allowed for the cost, and all seemed prosperous ; 
when, at the last moment, France intervened, and refused to pass the account. 

There now seems no help but by calling out the Corvée once more ; though 
it is to be hoped that, in the face of the odium of civilised Europe, and the 
Opposition of the Fellaheen, France will consent to withdraw her opposition. 
We await the turn of events with anxiety, but cannot help thinking that 
right and justice and the cause of humanity will prevail in the end. 

Meanwhile we reprint an editorial from the Agypitan Gazette, of 4th 
February, which will explain the situation to our readers. 

ae a6 aS a * aS 

The Egyptian Government is on the point of officially announcing the complete 
resumption of Corvée labour as in former years. All contracts for cleaning the canals, 
&c., are to be suspended at once, and the idea of carrying out many improvements 
has to be shelved for the present. 

No less than 60,000 unfortunate fellaheen are to be dragged away from their 
homes for one hundred days and made to work as they were wont to do in the days 
when Egypt was governed by a paternal and despotic Government. 


ae aS a MS os * 


ee 
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In May last year a draft decree authorising the expenditure of £250,000 towards 
the abolition of the Corvée was drawn up by the Egyptian Government and 
communicated to the representatives of the Powers. Soon afterwards the Consuls 
General held a meeting and decided to refer the draft decree to the Public Debt 
Commission, stating at the same time verbally that no difficulties would be raised by 
them if the Government came to an agreement on the subject with the Public Debt 
Commission. The Government acted on this suggestion, and the Public Debt 
Commission added to the draft two articles concerning remunerative expenditure, 
These modifications were consented to by the Government and the draft decree, as 
prepared by the Public Debt Commission, was communicated to the Powers on the 
14th July of last year. 

In a short time all the Consuls General, with the solitary exception of the French, 
received instructions to notify the willingness of their respective Governments to 
consent to the issue of the proposed decree, but, as a matter of courtesy, they deferred 
making the customary official communication to the Egyptian Government until 
their French colleague was in a position to join them. 

It is understood that the French Government was also disposed to concur in the 
measure, but, just at that time, the question of the appointment of a successor to Mr. 
VACHER DE Montevyon, Acting Procureur Général at the Mixed Tribunals, cropped up. 
A disagreement then arose between NuBAR PAcHA and Count p’Aunay, the upshot of 
which was that the latter proposed several modifications in the Decree, the effect of 
which would have been to increase the military expenditure of the Egyptian 
Government to such an extent as to render a deficit in the Budget inevitable. These 
modifications showed a most lamentable ignorance of the principles of finance in 
general, and of the peculiar financial situation of Egypt in particular, on the part of the 
proposers, 


Nothing, however, would serve to turn the French Government from its cruel 
purpose ; and in consequence of the official intimation, just received, to the effect that 
the French Government absolutely decline to entertain the proposals submitted to it, 
the Egyptian Government has very reluctantly to put the Corvée in force again. 

As we'stated at the beginning of this article, the result of this sage decision is 
that not only will forced labour again be required throughout the country, but a large 
number of works of irrigation and drainage, which are urgently required this year, will 
have to be abandoned. 

This is not the first time that the French Government has, by its line of action, 
demonstrated that the welfare of Egypt is to it a minor consideration in comparison 
with the course of obstruction it considers it necessary to take in order to oppose 
the reforms undertaken by the Egyptian Government with the assistance of the 
British. 

Not even our contemporary, the Bosphore, can pretend that this decision was taken 
for any object but to injure the scheme for the abolition of the Corvée, introduced by 
NvBAR Pacua, and acted upon with so much judgment by Colonel Scortr-MONCRIEFF 
and his irrigation officers ; and in the fond hope that Egypt’s finances may thus once 
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more be disorganised, and the necessity of inflicting ultimately another International 
Commission on this long-suffering country be brought about. 

It would be well if every fellah dragged from his home this year should know to 
whom he owes his comparative immunity from forced labour during the past two 
years; and be made clearly to understand that it is due to the inane obstructiveness 
of the French Government that he is forced to work this year as he did in the days of 
IsMAIL PACHA. 

A more disgraceful act has never been committed by the Government of any 
nation that has any pretensions to call itself civilised ; but the British Government has 
only to take a firm line, and to say that it is determined that the reforms it approves 
of shall be carried out, to sweep away all French obstruction from the path of Egypt’s 
progress and welfare, just as easily as a man can crusha fly. France has become a 
quantité négligeable, so far as England is concerned. 


DR. SCHWEINFURTH ON THE CORVEE. 
(from the “Pall Mall Gazette,” 15th February.) 


“THE policy of the French party in Egypt is one of consistent obstruction of everything 
that England proposes. The question of forced labour for keeping the canals in order 
isacase in point. France objects to the abolition of Corvée, simply because such 
abolition would give England immediate and unshakable popularity with the 
fellaheen. Any mistakes you may have made in the past would all be wiped out of 
remembrance—even if it cost three times as much to clean out the canals by free labour, 
the substitution of the latter would be a good thing ; for the neglect of agriculture, 
which is consequent upon the removal of the peasant to a district sometimes forty or 
fifty miles from his home, is so serious as to interfere with the national prosperity to 
an enormous degree. The action of the French in this matter is perfectly consistent 
with their past policy ; if England offered to pay off the whole Egyptian debt, France 
would object. The best thing that could happen to Egypt would be that England 
should govern it with a firm hand, pursuing an intelligent and consistent policy, 
unhampered by any mischievous and unreasonable obstruction.” 


NotE ny Eprror.—Whilst the above was in the press, the satisfactory 
news arrived that the Corvce difficulty was at an end, as per telegram below. 
Our Government is to be congratulated on this prompt solution of what was 
in reality a very difficult problem. 

(THROUGH REUTER’S AGENCY.) 
Catro, Jed. 21. 

The official announcement of Saturday of the arrangement made by the Egyptian 
Government, with England’s support, to avoid summoning the Corvée, is the subject of 
general comment in diplomatic circles here. Importance is attached to it, as, apart 
from the Corvée question itself, it is the first time that England has openly assumed 
responsibility for an act of the Egyptian Government. 


oe 
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The SlaveseTrade in Madagascar. 


Reports have from time to time reached us that a considerable Slave-trade 
was being carried on in the south-west of Madagascar, for the purpose of 
supplying labour to the French colony of Réunion. As long ago as October 
last, the Committee of the ANTI-SLAVERY SocIETy addressed a letter to the 
late Lord IppESLEIGH, forwarding him information on the subject that had 
come into their hands. His lordship, in acknowledging this communication, 
requested to be supplied with any further particulars which the Society might 
receive. 

The following letter, published in the Madagascar Times of 27th November 
last, gives a sad confirmation of the reports that have been received by us, 
and we could now add other testimony, contained in private letters from 
Madagascar, if it were necessary, the last mail having brought us several 
independent accounts of the nefarious traffic in human beings carried on in 
that island. It must be borne in mind that this Slave-trade is not in any 
way to be confounded with the African Slave-trade, still largely practised 
under the guise of Engages bres, or free colored labour. It appears to be a 
bond fide kidnapping and selling of Madagascar people, for one of our letters 
states that “it is rumoured here, in the interior, that the illegal Slave-trade 
and kidnapping by lawless bands (especially since the war with France), and 
in which it is feared many persons in prominent positions in the kingdom, and 
professed supporters of Christianity, have secret part, is to supply these coast 
traders ; and that the people—often refined and free-born subjects—who are 
entrapped and driven to the coast, are taken beyond the seas.’’ Another 
authority states that the French Resident is extremely angry at the publication 
of the letter in the Madagascar Times. 

It will be seen that some notice of the shameful traffic has been taken in 
the English Parliament, but the admissions made by the Under-Secretary for 
Foreign Affairs only prove that some more decided steps will have to be taken 
both by England and France to put a stop to so flagrant a breach of the 
treaty rights of both nations. We are glad to note that an English Vice- 
Consul is to be appointed on the West Coast of Madagascar—a step in the 
right direction, but which was refused when asked for by the ANTI-SLAVERY 
SOcIETY some months ago. 


Torta (Tuttiar Bay), Oct. 4, 1886. 


To the Editor of the “ Madagascar Times.” 


Sir,—Excuse me taking the liberty of writing these few lines to you, knowing 
that you will like to have some news of this side of the Island of Madagascar, informing 
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you of the great extent to which Slavery is now carried on in this part, Tulliar Bay, 
forexport to Réunion. We have four trading houses here, two of which are Réunion 
firms, one from Natal and one from Cape Town, and the facts Iam now going to lay 
before you can be investigated at any time. 

The French here send commission agents (natives) into the interior to inform the 
Bara that they buy Slaves, and five kilogrammes of gunpowder are paid to the com- 
mission natives for each man that is brought to Tulliar and sold. The Bara go about 
and catch whom they can, and put a rope round their necks ; and with their hands tied 
behind them these captives are brought to Tulliar in gangs of six or seven every day, 
and taken to the French traders and soldat a price of which I enclose a list. 


Price paid, to my knowledge, per head :— 


2 Kegs of powder, each 20 Ibs... wae ai wwe i e 

2 Flint muskets enh ose tis sas des se I 4 0 

2 Pieces French blue cloth... ees ave bua bie O12 0 

3 Four-gallon Cooley pots ... ove eee ove aes 0 8 o 
100 Bullets, 100 flints, 100 brass nails, 2 bowls, 2 jugs, 2 

knives, 2 mirrors dtc we «és ass ia I 00 

£5 4 0 





These Slaves on their arrival are untied and put in irons, and if the poor wretches 
say a word they are illused ina mest shameful manner, and some even die from the 
effects of this evil treatment. They are afterwards sent to Nosi-Vey to work in irons 
until a vessel leaves for Réunion, when they are shipped, in irons, for exportation to 
that French colony. Sometimes a few manage to get away at night at Nosi-Vey ; they 
jump into the first canoe to make their escape, which ends in their being drowned ; but 
the poor victims would just as soon die as to stay and be illused as they are. 

Only a few days ago some twenty natives came to Tulliar to sell tobacco to the 
traders. The poor men had come a long way, when the natives here were encouraged 
by the French traders to catch them. Seven were caught and sold here. Slavery is 
carried on openly and to a great extent, and it is quite time some Government looked 
into the matter and that the public are made acquainted with the same. The schooner 
Venus took 33 men and women from Nosi-Vey on her last trip. This is her second 
trip within the last four months; and now we have a British brig the Zown o 
Liverpool, which will leave at the end of this month, and will, it is reported, take on 
board another lot of Slaves for the Réunion market. 

I suppose they have at Nosi-Vey at the present, between the two French houses, 
about forty or fifty more ready to ship by first vessel. This Slave business is putting a 
stop to all other trade being carried on. I believe, by what I am told, that when these 
Slaves are landed all right at Réunion they are sold for £30 to £40 per head; a fine 
profit for the houses which trade in Slavery ! 

This has been carried on here for years past, but not to such an extent as since the 
Franco-Hova war was finished. This place, Tulliar, is nothing but a Slaving station. 
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Our Government has already spent thousands of pounds to put a stop to this traffic, 
which is now growing stronger than ever. I have written to the British Consul, and 
I hope some steps will be taken in the matter, 

I remain, &c., 


F. J.O. D. 


The following edict, published in the Wadagascar Times, is good as far as 
it goes, but our experience of French Colonies is that it is very easy for 
shippers of labour to evade the law by declaring the labourers to be engages 
libres. There ought to be a total cessation of the traffic, and certainly no 
English vessel should be allowed to carry labourers to Réunion. 


THE SLAVE TRAFFIC. 


“We are glad to notice that since our exposure of the Slave-trade, which was 
being carried on between Madagascar and Réunion, official steps have been taken to 
put a stop to this scandal, as will be seen by the following paragraph showing that the 
Resident-General has written to the Governor of Réunion on the matter :— 

“MM. le Resident Général 4’ Madagascar et le Commandant de la Division navale 
ont informé M. le Gouverneur de la Réunion que, conformément aux ordres de 
Ministres de la Marine et des Affaires Etrangéres, tout recrutement ou engagement de 
travailleurs malgaches, sur quelque point des cétes de Madagascar que ce soit, est 
rigoureusement interdit. 

“Les passagers malgaches qui viendraient librement 4 la Réunion, ne pourront 
étre autorises a débarquer et a s’engager comme travailleurs qu’aprés enquete du 
Protecteur chef du service de l’immigration etablissant que ces passagers ont été 
embarqués 4 Madagascar avec l’assentiment des autorités frangaises (Résident ou 
Commandants des navires de I’Etat).”—A/adagascar Times. 


PARLIAMENTARY. 
House or Commons, February 11, 1887. 


Mr. M‘ArrHur asked whether the Government had received information from 
Madagascar that the Slave-trade on the West Coast had been re-opened ; whether 
British subjects were implicated in the traffic ; at what distance from the West Coast 
the nearest consular authority resided ; and whether the representatives of the QUEEN 
in Madagascar had judicial authority enabling them to deal with offenders against the 
law. 

Sir J. FerGusson : Grave abuses are said to have occurred recently, practically a 
Slave-trade, in connection with the shipment of labourers from the West Coast of 
Madagascar to Réunion. It is alleged that British subjects, principally belonging to 
Mauritius, were implicated. Energetic steps have been iaken both by the British and 
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French Governments to check these abuses. The British Consul, who has judicial 
authority over British subjects, resides at Tamatave. A Vice-Consul is about to be 
appointed at Majunga, on the West Coast, with sufficient authority. 


House oF Commons, February 14, 1887. 


Mr. A. PEASE asked whether it was true that large numbers of Slaves were being 
exported from Tulliar Bay, on the south-west coast of Madagascar, to Réunion, and 
that the French traders at Tolia (Tulliar Bay) send commission agents into the 
interior to purchase Slaves, who underwent cruel treatment at the hands of the Bara 
natives who captured them, and also at Norsi Vey (South-West Madagascar), where 
they were sent to work in irons, whilst awaiting shipment to Réunion. 

Sir J. FERGusSON said: Reports to this effect have been received, as I stated in 
substance in my reply of the 11th to the hon. member for Leicester. Instructions 
were at once sent to the British Naval, Consular, and Colonial officers, with a view to 
the suppression of the traffic, and the co-operation of the French Government was 
secured. I was in error in stating on Friday that the Vice-Consul about to be 
appointed on the West Coast will have judicial powers, but he will watch and report 
any irregularities to the Consul, and to the Commanders of HER MaJesty’s ships. 

Mr. PEAsE asked whether a British brig, the Zown of Liverpool, was engaged 
in the trade. 

Sir J. FERGUSSON said that that was a matter to be reported on, but he was afraid 
that a good many British subjects were implicated. 








Obituary. 


Mr. Henry B. Sranron, the distinguished journalist and lawyer, died on the 14th 
January, of pneumonia, at the residence of his son HENRY, No. 43, West Thirty-Sixth 
Street, New York. He passed away quietly, surrounded by his family and a few friends. 
Mr. Sranron was in his 82nd year. Mr. Stanron was born at Pachaug, Connecticut, 
27th June, 1805. When he was 20 years old he began to write articles for the news- 
papers, and soon made for himself an enviable newspaper reputation. On 12th May, 
1840, eleven days after being married to Miss ELizaBeTuH Capy, he sailed for Europe to 
attend a convention in London for the Promotion of the Anti-Slavery cause throughout 
the world. He remained abroad over a year, and visited all the principal cities of 
Europe. He was one of the earliest and most courageous Anti-Slavery advocates in 
the country, and in the course of the prolonged agitation, in which he took a 
conspicuous part, developed oratorical resources that gave him a national reputation. 
He was also honourably conspicuous in the State Legislature ; few men enjoyed so large 
a circle of distinguished and eminent friends among the leaders of both parties. He 
Was genial in his manner and an extraordinarily interesting conversationalist.— Zhe 
Journalist. 
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Slave-Trade Papers.” 
(Continued from pp. 112 to 119.) 


EGYPT AND TURKEY. 


From the following extracts it will be seen that the religious Moslem law is 
allowed to override the terms of the Convention entered into between Egypt 
and England, thus making the Convention of none effect. 


[No. 12.] 
Sir E. Bartnc To Eart GRANVILLE.—(Received February 24.) 
My Lorp, Cairo, February 12, 1885. 

In my despatch of the 25th February, 1884, I discussed at some length the 
question of Slavery in Egypt, particularly with reference to the status before the 
Cap1’s Court of Slaves who had been freed by the Egyptian Government in accordance 
with the terms of the Anglo-Egyptian Convention, but without the consent of their 
masters. 

“ Slavery,” I said, “is recognised by the Moslem religious law, which would not be 
abrogated by a mere declaration in a Decree or Convention, to the effect that Slavery 
was abolished. Under that law a Slave cannot marry without the consent of the 
master, . . . and any attempt to override the Moslem law and to enforce the 
liberation of Slaves would be strongly resented, and be certainly opposed by the 
religious leaders of the Moslem population. 

Having heard that a case was coming on before the Capi’s Court in which a 
female Slave emancipated by Government was accused of having married without her 
former owner’s consent, I directed Mr. CAMERON to attend the sitting as a spectator, 
but to take no active part in the proceedings. 

I have now the honour to inclose a copy of his Memorandum, from which it will 
be seen that the Moslem religious law, as interpreted by four of the leading Ulema in 
Cairo, refuses to take cognizance of the liberation of Slaves by the Egyptian Govern- 


ment, and upholds the rights of the master. 
I have, &c. 


(Signed) E. BARING. 


[Inclosure in No. 12.] 
MEMORANDUM. 

On the 11th February, I went with Mrs. SHELDON Amos to the Capi’s Court to 
hear a case tried according to the Sheri’, or Moslem Sacred Law. It was as follows: 
MABROOKA, a negress, formerly the Slave of Asput Kuatik Ext-Manpt, son of the 
present SHEIKH-UL-IsLaM, had fled from her master some one and a half years ago, and 
had obtained her papers of enfranchisement from the Slave Bureau at the police station 





* Slave-Trade No. 1 (1886), c. 4,766. 
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She had then entered the service of AL1 BEY SHABAN, and has remained with him 
ever since. Her former owner, the son of the SHEIKH-UL-IsLaM, hearing of her where- 
abouts, demanded her of Att BEy, and, on being refused, asked for some £50 com- 
pensation. Ati Bey declined to pay anything, and told me he dared not for fear of 
being tried for purchasing her ; and, finally, in order to put an end to the constant 
annoyance which he was subjected to from the son of the SHEIKH-UL-ISLAM, he married 
MABROOKA, with her consent, to one of his servants. 

The son of the SHEIKH-UL-ISLAM then summoned the girl before the Capt, on the 
plea that she was his Slave, and had married without his consent. By the strict letter 
of the Moslem Sacred Law she was thus liable to fifty lashes. 

After many summonses ALI Bey appeared to-day in court with Maprooka and 
her husband, and protested. 

Masrooka, he said, had been freed by the Egyptian Government, and her 
marriage was a lawful one ; and he appealed to the Capi for justice on behalf of 
MABROOKA. 

Mrs. SHELDON Amos and I were the only spectators in court. As soon as the son 
of the SHEIKH-UL-ISLAM saw Mrs. Amos, and learned who we both were, he disappeared ; 
and At! Bey warned me that a new plot was being prepared. 

In a few moments the son of the SHEIKH-UL-ISLAM returned with a disreputable 
person whom he set forward as the husband of Maprooka, and pleaded that 
MaBROOKA’s subsequent marriage with ALI BEy’s servant was therefore null and void. 

The Court was composed of four Judges, namely, the Capi oF Eaypt, the Murrt, 
(who is also Chief of the Refaiyeh sect), and two leading Ulemas. The Murti examined 
the parties. 

The stranger brought in by the son of the SHEIKH-UL-ISLAM swore he had been 
married by the son of the SHEIKH-UL-IsLAM to MABROOKAa thirteen months before. 

MABROOKA swore that she had been in Axi BEy’s service for the last eighteen 
months, and that she had never seen the stranger before in her life ; that she had been 
willingly married to ALI BEy’s servant some three months before, and that, having been 
freed by Government, she was indifferent about getting the consent of her former owner. 

Masrooka’s husband spoke to the same effect. 

After some deliberation, when the son of the SHEIKH-UL-ISLAM and ALI Brey had 
had a long conversation with the Judges in a low tone, it was finally decided that both 
the stranger and Aut Bey’s servant should divorce MABROOKA simultaneously. 

The stranger, on being ordered to do so, obeyed with alacrity. The genuine 
husband refused, and it was only after much persuasion by the Judges, and also by ALI 
Bry, who wished to effect a compromise, that he divorced MABROOKA. 

The Capt then rose and told me to present his compliments to the British 
Consul-General, and to inform him that the matter was settled, as both claimants had 
divorced the girl. 

[ asked the Capi whether, that being the case, the son of the SHEIKH-UL-ISLAM 
had freed or intended to free the girl. 

Whereupon the Capi sat down again, and the Court deliberated for quite half-an- 
hour. The Capi then rose a second time, and told me that the son of the SHEIKH-UL- 
IsLam had promised to free the girl on Friday, the 13th instant. 
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Mrs. Amos and I then retired. 

Aut Bry thanked us, and said that the matter would be satisfactorily arranged, 
Finally, the girl returned to Art Bry’s house with his servant who had just 
divorced her. 

I was very careful not to interfere in the slightest way in the above proceedings, 
The trick of bringing forward a false husband is a very stale one, but as Att Bry was 
willing that his servant should divorce MABROOKA, I could not interfere. 

It is not for me to express any opinion on the private relations which exist 
between the four Judges, the son of the SHEIKH-UL-IsLAM and ALI Brey SHABAN, nor 
yet to discuss the Moslem law of Slavery or of divorce. 

The only remarks I have to make are that the presence of an English lady and of 
myself evidently fettered the action of the son of the SHEIKH-UL-ISLaM ; that in spite 
of our presence the gross and palpable perjury of the false husband was admitted by 
the Judges as trustworthy evidence, and that the Capi’s Court takes no cognizance of 
the liberation of Slaves by the Government and without the consent of the owners. 

(Signed) D. A. CAMERON, Consular Assistant. 
Catro, February 11th, 1885. 

To this despatch EARL GRANVILLE replied by asking Sir EVELYN Barine 
for any suggestions that he could offer on thecarrying out of the Convention 
of 1877 for abolishing the Slave-trade in Egypt. Sir Evetyn Barine 
reported, however, ‘‘that the present moment would be most inopportune 
for raising Mussulman prejudices and hostility . . by contesting the 
judicial application of the Mussulman law in Slavery questions.” 


SLAVE TRADE IN THE RED SEA. 


(Extract from Memorandum by Co1. CHERMSIDE respecting the Soudan 
Littoral Contraband Trade. October, 1885). 


Unti. this year, Slaves from the Soudan were furnished from the Danakil coast, 
south of Massowah, to Hodeida and neighbourhood ; the supply from the section 
Massowah to Cosseir being quite unimportant. 

Now, however, a brisk trade seems cropping up with Jeddah and neighbourhood. 
| know of three consignments of Slaves, varying from thirty to eighty, run in the past 
few weeks, and agents on both littorals are planning several more. 

I believe I am correct in stating that the demand for Soudan Slaves is at present 
considerable, normal prices at Jeddah being almost doubled. 

In the interior of the Soudan there is a stagnation of commerce and a great food 
scarcity, luxuries and commodities are at very enhanced prices ; cogent reasons thus 
exist for the conversion of Slaves and captives into cash. 

Suakin being closed, the old Bishari routes, from Berber and Abu Hamad to 
Rowaya, Illayab, &c., seem likely to considerably develop. Among other things, 
salt (procured free) is taken back from Rowaya. 
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The position of Jeddah, the topographical configuration of the opposite coast, with 
its numerous boat harbours and the characteristics of the Bishari routes, people, and 
country, favour such a trade. 

All the biggest men in Jeddah, Hadramyt, the natives of East Coast, and West 
Coast, Red Sea, Egyptians, and, I imagine, Indians, are engaged in this trade. 

The Shereef of Mecca’s Agents, both in Jeddah and in the Soudan, are 
concerned in it. 

In one court at Jeddah were living, on the roth October, six Soudanese ; two had 
been concerned in running produce from Berber to near Rowaya by Bishari caravans, 
two had come from Gadaref to the camp at Tamai with Slaves, and joining with others 
there had run in a cargo from Mirsa Sheikh Saad, a few miles south of Suakin ; of 
these men’s eighty Slaves only three remained unsold ; on the roth October they were 
joined by two Soudanese from Mecca ; these had come from Khartoum, it was said 
(with perhaps somewhat suspicious ostentation) with communications for the Grand 
Shereef ; the boats in which they had come had been drawn upon the shore, scraped 
and painted, and on the r2th October one was re-launched. 

The eight men were together, and had chartered these boats to run a smuggled 
cargo of high-priced articles, silk, cotton, spices, scents, &c., in which they were largely 
investing, their capital being estimated at 50,000 dollars. 


( Extract from Despatch of Mr. CAMERON, October, 1885.) 


Boats are in the habit of coming from Jeddah to Suakin laden with sheep, which 
are no sooner discharged here than matting and planking, &c., are laid down, the 
water-casks are filled, and the boats, under the pretence of gathering drift-wood from 
the coral reefs, go south to Sheikh Saad, Shubuk, Agig, &c., where, watching their 
opportunity, they take a small cargo of fifty or sixty Slaves, and return to Jeddah. 
Owing to the recent events in the Soudan, the Slave traffic is again becoming very 
large, and I would venture to suggest that there should be at the disposal of HER 
Mayesty’s navy in the Red Sea a few of the best native dhows available, manned by 
“Seedi Boy” seamen from Aden and Zanzibar, local fishermen, and others in our pay. 
Great patience and secrecy is required in watching the inlets, and only very fast 
steamers can hope to overtake a Jeddah dhow sailing before the wind. 


Lorp SALISBURY DEPLORES THE INCREASE IN THE SLAVE TRADE. 
Sir VILLIERS LISTER to Mr. EGERTON. 


Sir, FOREIGN OFFICE, November 27th, 1885. 

I am directed by the Marquis of SALIsBuRY to acknowledge the receipt of your 
despatches of the 25th and 28th ultimo, inclosing documents on the subject of the 
increase in the Slave-trade in the Red Sea. 

I am to express his Lordship’s deep regret at hearing of the growth of this evil 
and his earnest trust that effective means will be found for checking and destroying it. 

With reference to the proposal, marked G, in Colonel CHERMSIDE’s memorandum, 
[am to state that although, in his Lordship’s opinion, there might be some advantage 
obtained from giving prize money and informers’ rewards to owners of sambouks 














18 ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER. [Jan. & FEs., 1887, 


capturing Slave dhows, this advantage would seem to be counterbalanced by the great 
risk which would be run of developing the masters of these craft into pirates under 
colour of fulfilment of their duty. 

With regard to the other proposals contained in Colonel CHERMSIDE’s memo. 
randum, I am to state that instructions have been forwarded to the Acting Consul at 
Jeddah and Her Masesty’s Consul at Suakin to telegraph respectively to the other 
Consulates every suspicious case in their respective ports, and that representations 
have been made to the Admiralty with a view to procuring, if possible, the use of fast 
steam launches to be worked between Jeddah and Suakin. 

You will urge the Egyptian Government to take the measures suggested in C, D, 
and F, in the memorandum, so far as the means at their disposal enable them to do so, 


lam, &c. 


(Signed) T. V. LISTER. 


ActTinG Consut Razzack TO THE MARQUIS OF SALISBURY.—(Received December 8.) 


My Lorp, JeDDAH, November 11, 1885. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. LisTER’s despatch of the 
20th ultimo, from which | understand that information has been received regarding the 
continuance of the traffic in Slaves and goods between Berber and Jeddah by way of 
Heliab, and I am directed to report whether I can obtain any information about it. 

In reply, I beg to inform your Lordship that as yet I have not been able to obtain 
any information, from other sources, regarding the traffic, by way of Heliab in particular, 
except what I received lately from Her Majesty’s ship “ Bittern,” which arrived here on 
the 5th instant, two days after the receipt of the despatch under reply, and I learnt that 
while the ship and its boats were cruising off ‘‘ Meersa Haleeb,’’ which I believe is the 
Heliab in question, they caught sight of two sambouks, to whom chase was given, but 
which escaped. I was also told that from 400 to 500 Slaves had been gathered close to 
the place, and that six sambouks, including the two above mentioned, were said to have 
been waiting for them, but that on observing the man-of-war and its boats the Slaves 
were removed higher up and the sambouks sailed away. 

Though no definite information can be obtained regarding the movements of Slave- 
dealers and of the places whence at present the Slaves are embarked and where landed, 
us great secrecy and vigilance is maintained by those concerned, yet there is no doubt 
that the trade is more or less always carried on, and has recently become a little more 
active than usual. 

Since the cessation of military operations in the neighbourhood of Suakin, merchants 
and sambouks are no longer prevented by the local authorities from sending or carrying 
goods publicly to the other side, and the returning boats, in most cases, bring away small 
numbers of Slaves, varying from two or three to fifteen or twenty, as circumstances 
permit. These are landed, not in Jeddah, but a little higher up or lower down, as found 
convenient ; sometimes close to small Bedouin villages, where they are quickly separated 
and sent up in small parties to Mecca or smuggled into this town. 

When the indifference of the local authorities, which is tantamount to connivance 
coupled with the absence of any system of coastguard or espionage, is taken into 
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consideration in connection with the landing of these Slaves, the operation will not 
appear to be a matter of any great difficulty. 

About two months before the Haj a pretty large number of Soudanees and 
Abyssinian Slaves were brought over and sent up to Mecca, but where these Soudanees 
came from I have not been able to discover. 

I take this opportunity of also mentioning that towards the latter part of September 
last, just after the Haj, two sambouks, full of Abyssinian girls and boys, were landed 
somewhere near Jeddah, the greater portion of whom were sent to Mecca, while the 
remainder came in by twos and threes into this place. 

Another batch of about forty-seven Abyssinians, of whom two were eunuchs, 
arrived only a few days ago, on the night of the 5th instant, and passed into Jeddah in 
the same manner. 

All these Abyssinians were shipped from some place close to Massowah, a little 
further south. 

Immediate information regarding these arrivals is not possible to obtain, but 
generally some days after, by which time the Slaves are dispersed or absorbed in Mecca 
or Jeddah, and there is no longer any opportunity left of making a strong representation 
to the local authorities, which, if made, is warded off by a simple denial or an admission 
of complete ignorance, with a promise to attend to the matter in future. 

I have, &c., 


(Signed) ABDUR RAZZACK. 


PORTUGAL. 
THE insertion of the following despatches in full is necessary in order that 
our readers may understand the steps taken by the Portuguese Government 
to induce the King of Dahomey to abolish the atrocious custom of sacrificing 
Slaves. 

That the Treaty provides for the supply of what may virtually be called 
Slave labour for the Portuguese plantations in the island of San Thomé, &c., 
naturally induces one to look with some suspicion upon the arrangement. 
Everyone must desire that human sacrifices should be put down in Dahomey, 
and we are glad that our Minister at Lisbon, Mr. PETRE, has also put his 
finger upon the blot in this transaction, namely, that the engagement to 
discontinue annual human sacrifices is not included in the text of the Treaty, 
but consists merely of a verbal promise of one of the most savage potentates in 

Africa. We hope that Mr. Petre will not let the subject rest in its present 
unsatisfactory state. 
Mr. PETRE TO THE MARQUIS OF SALISBURY.—( Received October 5.) 
My Lorp, ; LisBon, September 24th, 1885. 
The Portuguese and the KinG oF DaHomey have notoriously for some time past 
been on very friendly terms, as far as the word friendly can be applied to relations 
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with such a capricious and savage potentate. It appears that recently a representative 
of the Governor of San Thomé, who went over to Whydah, and was well received by 
His Majesty, took the opportunity of urging upon him the expediency of abolishing 
the annual “customs ” or human butcheries, which have given that spot of Africa such 
a terrible repute. The King is said to have received this suggestion in tolerably good 
part, but to have replied that the annual sacrifice of so many Slaves was a national 
institution, and was a necessary appendage of his royal dignity. He appears, however, 
ultimately to have agreed to a proposal that, on condition of his receiving an annual 
subsidy from the Portuguese Governor, the sacrifices should be discontinued, and that 
he should supply roo labourers every year for transport to San Thomé. 

M. pu BocaGE, in giving me the above information, said he wished Her Majesty's 
Government at once to be made aware of the true facts of the case, in order that this 
arrangement with the Kinc or DAHOMEY might not be misconstrued, or furnish a 
ground for suspecting Portugal of indirectly encouraging the Slave-trade for the 
purpose of procuring labour. These negroes, he said, would of course cease to be 
Slaves the moment they put their feet on Portuguese territory, and that a labour 
contract would be made with them for a term of three years, at the expiration of which 
they would be free to renew it, or leave the island, or remain, and, following the 
example of the native population, work only just enough to procure for themselves the 
necessaries of life, which in that bounteous climate are few, and to be obtained by the 
minimum of human labour. The alternative, however, of leaving the island at the end 
of their contract, would be practically non-existent, as they would not know where to 
go to. 

No one could deny, he said, that the gain to humanity would be cheaply purchased 
if these poor Slaves were to be rescued from the shambles at the cost of three years’ 
labour under proper treatment and restrictions. 

I asked M. pu BocaGE, what guarantee there would be that the K1nG or DAHoMEY 
would not proportionately increase the number of his captives in order to supply these 
100 labourers annually, and thus the effect of the arrangement might be to encourage 
intertribal war and Slavery. His Excellency replied that if the K1nc or DAHomEY 
failed to carry out the agreement with respect to discontinuing the massacres it would 
come to an end, and the subvention would be at once withdrawn ; and, as the number 
of labourers to be furnished was much below the number annually massacred, there 
would be no inducement to increase the supply. 


I have, &c., 
(Signed) GEORGE G. PETRE. 


Mr. PETRE TO THE MARQUIS OF SALISBURY.—(Received October 13.) 


My Lorp, LisBon, October 8, 1885. 
The information which | communicated to your Lordship in my despatch of the 
24th ultimo, with reference to an agreement which had been come to between Portugal 
and the K1nc oF DAHoMEY, for the abolition of human sacrifices, and the annual supply 
by His Majesty of a certain number of labourers for the Island of San Thomé, was 
derived, as I stated in my despatch, from the Minister for Foreign Affairs, and was 
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given for the express purpose of being communicated to Her Majesty’s Government. 
This information, however, though substantially correct, was incomplete. 

At the weekly reception of the Diplomatic Body yesterday, Senhor pu BocaGE 
spoke to me again on the subject, and said that since our last interview he had become 
more fully informed of what had taken place with reference to Dahomey. The King 
had applied, his Excellency said, for the Protectorate of Portugal over the whole of 
his territory on the coast, and a treaty had been concluded with his Majesty at Ajuda, 
by the Governor of San Thomé ad referendum. It was the intention of the Portuguese 
(government, he added, before ratifying the Treaty, to communicate its terms to the 
Governments of the Great Powers. 

Senhor pu BocaGeE further informed me that, independently of this Treaty, the 
King had already furnished about 200 labourers for engagement at San Thomé, but 
that previously to their being conveyed to the island, they had been made fully 
acquainted at Ajuda with the terms of their engagement, and had willingly accepted 
them. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) GEORGE G. PETRE. 


THE MARQUIS OF SALISBURY TO MR. PETRE. 


SIR, FOREIGN OFFICE, October 23, 1885. 

I have received copies of your despatches of the 24th ultimo and 8th instant, 
respecting the negotiations of the Portuguese authorities with the K1InG or DAHOMEY, 
which are said to have resulted in the acceptance by His Majesty of the Protectorate 
of Portugal. 

While awaiting further information as to the arrangement respecting the 
Protectorate, the ratification of which is under the consideration of the Portuguese 
Government, I have to observe that there is considerable excitement in the adjoining 
territories on the Gold Coast respecting the shipment of blacks from Whydah, for 
San Thome. 

The current impression appears to have been that the men shipped were not free 
labourers, but Slaves, and the feeling on the subject was so strong that the Acting 
Governor was compelled to issue a Proclamation, in which he alluded to the reports, 
and, while expressing the hope that the reporters had been misinformed, contradicts a 
rumour that Slaves had been shipped in the presence of British men-of-war. 


Emin Pacha. 


At a recent meeting of the Committee of the ANTI-SLAVERY Society, Emin 
PacHA was unanimously elected Corresponding Member of the Society. 


———— 
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Reviews. 
TO LAKE TANGANYIKA IN A BATH CHAIR.* 
By ANNIE B. Hore. 


HER: is another interesting book on Africa, and though the journey was long 
and painful, the reading is easy and fascinating, and occupies only 217 pages 
octavo. The writer is a lady, and proves herself to be one of those admirable 
wives whose love and endurance carry them safely, literally through fire and 
water, so that they may take part in their husband’s mission work. Captain 
Horr is already known to our readers as the energetic officer of the London 
Missionary Society who took out to Lake Tanganyika, and successfully placed 
on the lake, the steamer Good News. Mrs. Hor: is still residing on a small 
island on the eastern shores of Tanganyika, and is doing good work in teaching 
the native girls. Her adventurous journey is very well described in the small 
volume just printed, and is a record of Missionary enthusiasm crowned with 
success, that is quite refreshing after the horrors of Uganda and other places 
in Africa. 

We can only quote Mrs. Horr’s remarks on Slavery and the Slave-trade, 
which are valuable as coming from a recent eye-witness. It will be seen that 
Lake Tanganyika, like Nyassa, is a highway for the everlasting stream of 
human victims from Central Africa to the Coast. 


RELIcs OF SLAVE CARAVANS. 

Every now and then | saw curious dark objects lying on or beside the path, and 
shortly afterwards became aware that they were the dead bodies of helpless laggards 
from the various hungry caravans that had passed that way. The heat and drought 
had been so great that these bodies were perfectly hardened and preserved. It was a 
terrible sight, which suggested horrors worse than mere death in connection with the 
diabolical system of man-hunting, and the driving of the victims in herds, on the 
speculation of a good percentage surviving to arrive at market. I do not mean to 
describe the horrors of the Slave traffic, for I fear I cannot bring about the effects 
which so many more eloquent witnesses have failed to produce ; but I must discharge 
my conscience of this duty to solemnly remind and warn whoever in Christian and 
civilised lands may read this book, that inner Africa is as much as ever given over to 
all the horrors of the Slave traffic so often and so ably described. 

Still more bodies here and there by the wayside as we passed on seemed telling 
notes upon the parched and dreary scenery of this wilderness. Well it is that in the 
most terrible scenes one’s own critical condition leaves scarce room for melancholy 
reflection. 

THE PEOPLE OF CENTRAL AFRICA. 
Here in Central Africa the various tribes, far behind the civilised world as they 
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are in many ways, yet have their own distinct ideas of order, independence, and 
morals. ‘The business-like interchange of produce and manufactures is well under- 
stood, and those manufactures themselves, swamped as they are at once by any 
considerable arrival of imported goods, yet indicate great knowledge, skill, and 
patience. All these things are seen to the best advantage when the natives have been 
untouched for some time by the foreign adventurers, whose advent, although enriching 
bold and influential individuals and parties, yet can only strike terror into the main 
part of the population, and effectually disturb the progress and welfare of ordinary 
native life. 
SLAVE- TRADERS. 

The foreign adventurers | have alluded to are the Arab, Wamrima, and half-caste 
merchants and Slavers, who are constantly streaming over these regions. Although in 
some parts, where these people are more permanently settled, or at points the security 
of which is necessary to the maintenance of certain trade routes, they may be said to 
exercise a certain civilising, enriching, and protecting influence upon the natives 
immediately surrounding and dependent upon them; although individuals among 
them not unaptly represent and reproduce to us the paternal character of the patriarchs 
in their dealings with their households and their manner of life, and effect the exchange 
of produce absolutely essential to the African tribes, yet the total result, including as 
it does the unmerciful spoliation of the dardarians, and the horrible traffic in human 
flesh, is a terror and blackness which, could it be adequately conceived in England, 
would, 1 am convinced, call for such measures as no policy or expense would hinder 
or suppress. 

LIVINGSTONE’S APPEAL. 

Engraven in one of the sacred spots of England you have these words: “May 
Heaven’s rich blessing come down on every one—American, English, Turk—who will 
help to heal this open sore of the world.” They contain the pith of the conclusions of 
a lifelong experience of and devotion to Africa, and of a lifelong appeal on its behalf, 
responded to nobly, then and now, by all sorts and conditions of men of power, heart, 
and influence ; responses resulting in many reforms, and the release of many from 
captivity. 

SLAVE-TRADE To-Day. 

God forbid that | should think so ill of my countrymen as to suppose that that 
appeal has lost its power and influence, but I do fear that many may think the desired 
end has been achieved. It is known that drastic measures have more or less success- 
fully been applied to stop the outflow of Slaves, and that Missionaries and others are 
penetrating into the country ; but | would emphatically declare that the Slave-trade of 
Africa exists to-day in ail the terror and shame described by Livingstone and others, only 
spread wider and further ; that the “ open sore of the world,” although partially healed 
over outwardly, is still festering and preying upon the vitals of the continent, and 
unless strong measures are applied there will, by-and-by, be nothing left to heal. Even 
if all the outside Slave-markets were closed, Africa, left untouched, wou/d consume itself 
with Slavery. 

During the year I have spent on Tanganyika a constant stream of Slaves has been 
passing which requires the existence of no outside market for its continuance, they 
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are absorbed very much along the road, where any one who looks may see their 
carcases ; and otherwise amongst well-to-do tribes, where every family has one or 
two, the result of murder and pillage at some distant place. 


An Eve-WITNESs. 


I write concerning what I have seen, and do not dilate upon the endless tales of 
horror I have heard. It is a mistake to suppose that Missionaries have extraordinary 
anti-Slavery powers. We have the same power against Slavery here, when the 
difficulties of settlement and language have been overcome, as the Church at home 
has over crime, but no more. Remove from England, if such can be imagined, the 
protection and power of law and government, and to take it at its best, the Church 
would yet scarce have the task before it that Missionaries now have in coping with 
the Slave-trade in Africa. 

The Africans are like a lot of passionate children, mauling one another with varied 
success, but lamcntable impending consequences ; who would, however, with scarce 
an exception, instinctively hail with joy the advent of the adult power which should 
secure them (though, perhaps, not without present reproof to some) mutual peace 
and happiness. 

The foreign adventurers have sown the seeds of the strife, and are now vigorously 
maintaining it. With plausible bait of trade and apparent local prosperity they seek 
to hide the murder and rapine which is going on all around, just as the clean, well- 
matted, hospitable verandah but veneers the scenes of torture and misery often 
enacted in the back premises of their houses. 


Wuo SHALL HELP? 
Who shall be the blessed peacemakers to effectually let the purifying light into 
these dark places of the earth, which are indeed full of cruelty? 


Meantime, individuals and associations at various points are striving up to their 
power to this end. 


Mrs. Hore describes the good work the Lonpon MissionARy SOCIETY 
is doing on Lake Tanganyika, and we know how in Uganda the CHURCH 
Mission Society has worked and suffered, and sown good seed. Further 
south, the Universities’ Mission and the AFRICAN LAKES Company have 
planted mission and trading stations on Nyassa, and inthe country around. At 
home, thie ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, with its very modest and uncertain income, 
is striving to arouse public opinion, and to keep alive the flagging interest of 
the people of England in those “dark places of the earth” where /alf a 
million of human tives are annually sacrificed by the accursed Slave-trade. Let 
the Missionary Societies lend their aid by supplying information, and let those 
who support such benevolent societies spare a little out of their treasure to 
help the AnTI-SLavery Soctety in its difficult, and sometimes disheartening, 
work. 
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THE FAR INTERIOR. 


A narrative of travel and adventure from the Cape of Good Hope, across the 
Zambest, to the Lake Regions of Central Africa. By Montacu 
Kerr, C.E., F.R.G.S. (London: Sampson Low & Co. 1886.) 


Tus last work of African travel is by no means one of the least interesting. 
Mr. KERR had a remarkably adventurous and dangerous journey. The real 
object for which he so carelessly imperilled his life does not appear, but he 
came across evidences of the Slave-trade which render his volumes specially 
valuable to us, and we have extracted several portions from his thrilling 
narrative, which will be read with painful interest. The sketch of the Slave- 
gang, made on the spot, is also, by courtesy of the publishers, presented to 
our readers. Mr. Kerr gives his testimony to the excellent work doing in the 
Nyassa district by the AFRICAN Lakes Company. Indeed, had it not been 
for the timely succour received by him from Mr. Morr, the adventurous author 
would probably have left his bones on the shores of the lake. 


NATIVE SLAVE HUNTERS. 

The Angoni are thoroughly a tribe of Slave kidnappers, believing implicitly in the 
idea that the people of other tribes are born for their use. This “fair game” of the 
valleys and plains has to be hunted. When a propitious period arrives the Angoni 
horde sweeps like a devastating whirlwind among the neighbouring tribes of Ajawa 
and Manganja in the Shiré valley. 

They lay waste the villages, pillage the gardens, and triumphantly bear away the 
human spoils, young men, women and children, who soon are offered for sale in the 
Slave markets of the Angoni’s rugged home. 

The district under the sway of CuIkusE is one of the greatest Slave-trading 
centres in Africa. 

I have often seen the young warriors playing to show their cunning in stalking and 
agility in the capture of their human victims. Holding a buffalo-hide shield in the 
left hand, and grasping a kerry in the right, they would run rapidly forward with a 
number of wild bounds, displaying numerous excited evolutions of the chase and of 
warfare. Their contortions were extraordinary. Leaping into the air they would kick 
their shields while their feet were off the ground, and when they alighted they would 
wholly disappear amidst the high grass. 

During my sojourn in Angoni Land, Slavery was in full swing, but in CHIKUSE’s 
town there were very few Slaves ready for transportation. Probably this was due to 
the fact that it was the time of the king’s raid into the Shiré valley. Literally on 
every hand evidences of the Slave-trade could be seen, but in this instance I refer to 
the export, or, rather, the East Coast trade, the home traffic being of quite a different 
character. 
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The latter branch of the business was exceedingly lively. A caravan of three 
hundred and fifty, all told, left a town a short distance to the north of Cutkusr’s, and 
preparations were being made, when I left, for the dispatch of another. 


SLAVE YOKES. 


Every village shows the familiar sight of the Slave in the yoke. After purchase, 
the poor things are taken to the head-quarters of the East Coast traders—WNazaras, as 
the people call the Zanzibar agents—some of whom are constantly in this district. 
Two I can mention by name, Xvuata and SAIDE. 

At the agents’ the yoke is made secure, and it is not exaggeration to say that it is 
often allowed to remain upon a Slave for nine months or a year, night and day, 
without being once taken off. Constant rubbing by the yoke upon the neck chafes the 
skin, and gradually ugly wounds begin to fester under the burning sunshine. 

Slaves, however, are to some extent looked after with a view to prevent serious 
bodily injury, the appearance of which would certainly depreciate their marketable 
value. 

Until all is ready for a start, the miserable Slave sits waiting with all the 
compulsory and hopeless patience of bondage. Day after dav he sees the sun rise and 
set. The dreary days pass by and are numbered into weeks and months, and still the 
victim is bound by the yoke about his neck. 

In his mind, perhaps, he conjures up a picture of the distant and dreaded blood- 
stained sea ; for since his childhood’s days, the hideous story has been driven into his 
ears, telling of the white man’s feast on the fattened flesh of the captive Slave. 
Nearly all the natives have the common story that the white man is cannibalistic in 
his humours. 

When first captured or sold, the Slave’s star of hope has not altogether set. 
Many escape, to fall, perhaps, into other traps. But when the dreaded branch encircles 
their neck, their doom is sealed ; the faintest gleam of hope which may have lightened 
their heavy hearts, is then for ever extinguished, At such a time a crowd of the most 
fearfully fantastic visions that can be raised by the imaginative mind must fill the 
brain with heated horror. Happily, however, with him mental misery is short-lived, 
for fortunately the black Slave is a philosopher, and when the first great terror is over, 
he submits with calm and careless abandonment to the harsh conditions which have 
overtaken him. Poor creature ! 

{ am not alone in thinking that in this wretched traffic in human lives there are 
horrors sufficient to cause the most devout to question the existence of mercy. It 
seems cruel that men should be begotten and should live with hearts as cold as 
winter’s icy wind, and just as pitiless, and whose malignant oppression shows in the 
saddest form the dismal truth of man’s inhumanity to man. 

Hard, indeed, it would be to show the Slave that his life was anything beyond 
that of a beast. What else is it? Has he no hope? Yes, he has; with death his 
hope begins. What a satisfaction it must be for him to think that some day he must 
be Free, away for ever from the tormenting tyranny of his fellow-men ! 

The numbers of Slaves in caravans vary very greatly, for, like every other 
commodity, traffic is regulated by the inalterable laws of supply and demand. _ Prices 
also vary a good deal. When there is a good demand, a strong young man is worth 
from forty to sixty fathoms of Zanzibar cotton. 
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The time taken to equip a caravan depends upon the quantity of goods or trading 
articles of exchange which the Nazara has withhim. Sometimesa stay in the country 
of from four to six months is necessary before they can get all the Slaves they require, 
so that the unfortunates who are first purchased have to sit all the time with the 
yoke—a young tree—fixed to their necks, the weight of the implement depending upon 
the disposition of the Slave ; for,should he be fractious, he will be tamed by the 
employment of the heaviest yoke. Those I saw were very heavy. 

This appliance of torture is made from the forked branches of a tree, about five 
or six feet long—some are much longer—and from three to four inches in diameter at 
the thickest part. Through each prong of the fork a hole is bored for the reception of 
an iron pin. This ready, a soft fibrous bark is wrapped round until the whole forms a 
thick collar of bark, making a sort of pad much rougher than a horse’s collar. The 
forked branches vary in thickness, to suit docile or fractious subjects. 


A SLAVE CARAVAN. 


A few hours’ steady marching over bare ground, studded with chips of disintegrated 
granite, winding amidst which I could discern numerous paths, well worn, doubtless by 
the journeys of the Slave caravans, and branching in all directions, brought us to the 
environs of another village, which nestled in a small clump of copsewood. The main 
trail of the paths I refer to went in a northerly direction, almost parallel with the 
mountain chain. I am inclined to believe that the larger portion of the Slaves taken 
from Angoni Land go to Jumbés, at Kota-Kota on the lake ; thence they are ferried 
over to the Eastern shore, and begin their march to the coast, loaded with ivory. 

The men were some distance ahead of me, because I had made a short detour, 
my curiosity having been aroused by the appearance of a number of Slave yokes 
scattered about on one side of the trail. Examining these, 1 found that two were 
broken, but from their appearance I was convinced that no long time had elapsed since 
they had been employed in their torturing work. On the spur of the moment I 
thought I would endeavour to take one of the yokes with me as a trophy, and 
shouldering one instantly I ran on, but soon became tired of the encumbrance, and 
threw it away, thinking at the time what must be the effect of having such a load 
about one’s neck for months. 

I kept up a pretty lively step, for the Angoni were marching quickly, and I had 
lost sight of them, when they had disappeared into a little patch of bushy covert. 

Mara, however, had waited and watched for me, and on my arrival gave the usual 
reprimand, which invariably was as amusing as it was earnest. 

“What are you doing staying alone? The boys are far away, and there is a lot of 
gente (people) in this town.” 

No sooner did we reach the first hut of the village than a rushing crowd of people 
was observed, many of whom fell over one another, as though in a stampede through 
dreadful fear. Some men were coupled by the two-forked yokes, fastened together 
with bark rope, while others had on the single stick or yoke. A number of women 
were tied neck to neck. 

“What the devil is the matter, Mara?” 
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No response was made, bu®@ on my repeating the question more vehemently and 
emphatically, the answer came, short and pointed :— 

“ Gente comprada! Vamos!” (“People who have been bought! Let us goon !”) 

But here there was no going on for me. I was determined to see what was being 
done, hurry or no hurry. The throngs of blacks were jostled and shoved into all sorts 
of corners, and herded into the cane-wall enclosures of the huts. The meaning of the 
scene was that I had alighted at a secluded village, where a number of kidnapped 
Slaves had been brought ez route to some headquarters, for they were not people of 
the district. The slimy visage of a man robed in white—he himself was of Satanic 
blackness—suggested to me that the agents of my previous acquaintance, SatpéE or 
XUALA, were bringing in an assortment of the human commodity. Possibly the reader 
can guess what my feelings were ; I should have liked with a single bound to have 
been in the midst of the harshly-used creatures, to strip from their suffering bodies the 
tyrant’s thongs and fetters. Under such circumstances these impulses can never be 
gratified, no matter how acute may be the desire to give relief. The suppression of 
the traffic cannot, in the slightest degree, be influenced by the words or actions of 
solitary passing travellers ; any movement on my part would have been madness, 
even had I a strong caravan.of armed followers. Nothing decidedly advantageous in 
this way can be accomplished, excepting as in the case of every great good work, by 
every effort being made by strong organisations, whose work follows the hard and 
slow course of time’s transforming power. One indiscreet act on the part of a 
traveller may cause barriers to progress to spring up, and insurmountably and for 
generations, stop the advance of trade and missions. Every traveller who is influenced 
by considerations, of relative positions must feel how important is the question of his 
bearing among a people who watch his every action, and when a single imprudent step 
on his part may cost some unfortunate creature his life. 


PAINFUL IMPRESSIONS. 

I think everyone is impressed by the very movements of individuals as they turn, 
twist, and bend under the pangs of pain and fear. In this sad scene of excited action, 
where anguished fear and doubt were mutely expressed upon many mournful faces, my 
mind was filled with melancholy emotions, awakened by the forlorn looks and stricken 
attitudes of the unfortunate crowd ; a woeful sight, indeed, a sight that, while memory 
lives, will ever and anon recall a sorrowful picture—a pitiful story. Some of the Slaves 
might be seen in the agony of despair ; in most cases, especially the men in the yokes, 
wriggling and twisting as they were jostled in the narrow, crooked streets, their heads 
being screwed round so far that I fully expected to see some broken necks. Two very 
pitiable cases strongly arrested my notice: the subjects were seated on the ground, 
sheltered by some bushes, and each resting the end of his yoke upon the ground. One 
was in a frightful condition, with open sores sweltering under the heat of the sun, being 
chafed to the flesh through the roughness of the bark bindings of the voke. 


FRUITLESS INQUIRIES. 


Being determined to find out something about the unfortunates, and ignoring 
Mara’s ill-concealed anxiety to proceed, 1 made the latter inquire of the sufferer what 
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was the cause of his deplorable condition. His reply was that he had run away, and 
had been recaptured. 

All the time I was here, the black agent looked upon me with an undeniably 
defiant expression. 

et st = a} ha % 

In the evening I had an opportunity of questioning Mara more thoroughly 
regarding what had occurred at the village where the grim realities of Slavery had been 
seen. The little I could gather from my guide’s replies amounted to this: that an 
endeavour to bribe his captives had been made by the driver, as soon as he had heard 
of my approach ; for he was on the march, and evidently knew nothing of my travelling 
with so small a party. I imagined that this body of Slaves had in some manner 
managed to effect their escape, but had been caught and driven back. The yokes I 
had seen were probably some that had been thrown aside by the captives, who had 
found some means of casting them off. 

Black agents, as well as Arabs, are well aware what the efforts of the white men 
have been in the direction of suppressing their “ black ivory ” traffic on the East Coast, 
and it is very well known that the Arabs in Central Africa are now more violently 
opposed to the approach of the white man than ever they were. 


THOUGHTS OF LIVINGSTONE. 

As I looked out on the north-western expanse, stretching far away to the poisonous 
swamps of Lake Bangweolo, my mind was filled with thoughts of the greatest of 
African explorers, who was struck down on the inhospitable shores of the lake. More 
than once have J thought, while looking upon some of the horrifying and heartrending 
scenes which arose before me, of the words of him who was so deeply impressed with 
the fact that the devil held the reins of power in the dark continent. “All I can add 
in my loneliness,” wrote LIVINGSTONE, “ is may Heaven’s rich blessing come down on 
everyone, American, English, or Turk, who will help to heal the open sore of the world.” 








CANNIBALS AND CONVICTS. * 

Tue author of this remarkable and very interesting book is one of those 
gentlemen to whom the world is indebted for adding vastly to its store of 
information. He is one of the famous band of Special Correspondents, who, 
taking their lives in their hands, go forth to chronicle the stirring events of 
war and peace, seeking the bubble reputation, not only in the cannon’s mouth, 
but in the fever swamp and amongst wild cannibal tribes. Not a few of these 
men have perished by the sword and spear—as in the Soudan—whilst others 
have been cut down by disease. 

Mr. Tuomas has evidently had a very adventurous career in all quarters 
of the habitable globe, but the volume now under review is confined to his 
adventures in the Pacific, where, as correspondent of the Melbourne Argus, he 
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* By JuLIAN THomMas (Zhe Vagabond), Cassell & Co. London: New York and 
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was sent on various special missions to New Caledonia, the New Hebrides, 
Queensland, New Guinea, &c. His book is written with a purpose, and that 
purpose is to show the evil results that have arisen to Australia and to the 
native islanders by the French occupation of New Caledonia, as a penal 
settlement, and the still further evil that will accrue if the same Power is 
allowed to carry out her design of annexing the various islands of the New 
Hebrides group. An attempt is also made to show that the English labour 
traffic in the Pacific is carried on, for the most part, on a just and humane 
basis. If all recruiting voyages had been as well and as fairly conducted as 
was that of the Zzzzze, in which the author took passage from the Islands to 
Queensland, there would have been no outcry made against the Polynesian 
labour traffic; but Mr. THomas knows as well as we do that many and grievous 
outrages have taken place,so that the whole system is now condemned. 
Nobody doubts that on many plantations and stations the doys are well 
treated, and that a great many return to Queensland of their own accord, 
after their first engagement for three years has expired. We have ourselves 
met with many such second and third term Joys in Queensland, some fifteen 
years ago, before the trade in coloured labour had become of the piratical 
character it has since developed, and happier, merrier, and more healthy 
fellows could nowhere be found. 

Mr. THomas brings a heavy indictment against the French in the Pacific— 
and he had means of judging, as he was allowed to attend the troops in their 
war against the revolted tribes in New Caledonia, where he carried out his 
duties as a Special Correspondent. This occupies some ten chapters of his 
voluminous book, and though very interesting, shares the fault of the whole 
volume—viz., a too great diffuseness, and an almost wearisome attention to 
detail. The object of the book, which we presume to be the enlightenment 
of public opinion zz England, would, we think, have been better obtained had 
the work been condensed to half its size. Four hundred pages of closely 
printed matter, with more than four hundred words in each page, is a rather 
large volume to place in the hands of the reading public, and we fear that in 
too many cases it will be laid aside as too tough a morsel, and will be left for 
the study of those who take a bond fide interest in the subjects of which it 
treats. This is a pity, as what is required is the formation of a strong and 
honest public opinion. 

We have only space left to call the attention of our readers to this valuable 
and interesting work, and to make one or two short quotations. 

In the Preface the author says— 

“If I narrate in extenso my experiences during the “native insurrection in the 
French Colony, it is that the incidents set forth show thoroughly the manner in which 
the authorities of France in the South Seas have treated the natives with whom they 
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have been brought into contact ; and it shows how the natives of the New Hebrides 
will be treated if those islands should be annexed by France. I appeal to the 
Aborigines’ Protection Society [and he might have added THe ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY 
also, had he known of our existence] to look after the interests of my friends in the 
New Hebrides, who, cannibals though they may be, have still an intelligent appreciation 
of their own rights and wrongs, and who have good grounds to hate the man-a-wee-wee, 
and to desire, as expressed in the petition to Her Majesty, given in the Appendix, that 
these islands shall be annexed to Great Britain.” 

In another place Mr. Tuomas flatly accuses the French of buying the 
labourers recruited from the other islands— 

“T say purchasers and sale advisedly, for the transaction was as openly and avowedly 
a sale as anything to be seen in the old days down South.” 

The book is well worth a careful study. 








The Slave-Trade in the Soudan and the Red Sea. 


THE TIMES, 15th February. 
THE Slave-trade in the Soudan is increasing, and numbers of Slaves are arriving at 
Jeddah. The contraband trade between Jeddah, Berber, and Khartoum is freely carried 
on, and the pacification of the Soudan is greatly hindered thereby, the coast blockade 
being quite ineffectual. 
( VARLIAMENTARY.) 
House or Commons, 18¢h February. 

Sir H. TyLer having asked the Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs respecting 
reported increase in the Slave-trade in the Soudan and the Red Sea, received the 
following reply :— 

Sir J. FeERGusson said the Red Sea Slave-trade continues, notwithstanding all 
efforts to suppress it ; but there is no reason to believe that it had recently increased. 
On the contrary, Her Majesty’s Consul at Jeddah reports that he believes it to have 
decreased, owing to the watchfulness of the British cruisers. The consular and naval 
officers are doing their best, and it is not believed that it is necessary to take further steps. 


The correspondent of Zhe Times, telegraphing from Suakin, under date 
February 20, gives a complete contradiction to the optimistic view taken by 
Sir J. FErcusson. We are very pleased to note the activity displayed by 
Col. KircHENER in taking steps for the suppression of the Red Sea Slave- 
trade, and trust that there will be no penny-wise policy on the part of our 


Government in enabling our Resident to carry out his benevolent policy. 
SuaKIN, February 20. 

Colonel KircHENER, who has returned in the Zaffarieh, has captured six dhows 
with contraband goods, valued at £2,000, all intended for Slaves from the Soudan. He 
has had satisfactory interviews with the principal Sheikhs, and hopes to open several 
Egyptian coast ports to legitimate trade. He purposes adopting active measures for 
the suppression of Slavery and of contraband dealing, which is injuring all Egyptian 
trade, and hinders the present pacific policy with the Soudan tribes. 

Colonel KircHENER’s policy meets with general approval, and the suppression of 
Slavery will have most beneficial results politically and morally. 

The Starling leaves to-morrow. The Slave-cruiser Dofphin has arrived from 
Massowah, and remains at Suakin. More cruisers are required for the efficient 
suppression of Slavery and contraband trading. 
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Fmportant Step to Control the $llegal Entry of Slaves 
into Egypt. 


INFORMATION having been received from various independent sources last 
year by the AnTI-SLAvERY Society, that Slaves, both black and Abyssinian, 
were surreptitiously introduced into Egypt by pilgrims returning from Mecca, 
steps were taken by the Society to obtain the intervention of Her Majesty’s 
Government. Mr. ALFRED PeasE, M.P., put a question last summer to the 
Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs, on behalf of the Society, and called his 
attention to this flagrant breach of the Convention. The Committee also 
addressed letters to the Eart or RosgeBery and Lorp IDDESLEIGH in their 
Capacity as Secretaries of State for Foreign Affairs, urging that some steps 
should be taken to put a stop to the smuggling of Slaves into Egypt, and in 
September last, Lorp IppESLEIGH wrote to the Committee, stating that he 
had “ issued instructions to Mr. West, Her Majesty’s Consul, at Suez, to keep 
a strict watch upon all vessels coming from Jeddah.”’ 

Although it had been stoutly denied that any such traffic could possibly 
take place, we are glad to find that the representations of the Society, and the 
action taken by Her Majesty’s Government have produced a beneficial effect, 
as a peremptory Circular has now been issued, which, whilst admitting that 
pilgrims do bring Slaves (which they purchase in Arabia), through Egyptian 
territory, takes steps to stop this abuse. The terms of the Circular, if 
Faithfully carried out, ought to ensure this end, as, according to the Decree, 
no pilgrim coming from Mecca can bring back any coloured servants, except 
those whom he has already registered as belonging to him when he passed 
through on the outward voyage. Great vigilance will have still to be 
employed to see that there is no infraction of this law ; and the fact that the 
Decree says nothing about the wzves that go with them, leaves a loophole 
which, we fear, will be taken advantage of. 

Still this is a step in the right direction, and is also one step towards that 
system of Slave registration in Egypt upon which GENERAL GoRDON, with his 
intuitive prescience on this point, so strongly insisted. 

[TRANSLATION. ] 
MINISTRY OF THE INTERIOR. 
Circular approved by the Council of Ministers, presided over by His Highness the Khedive, 


at its sitting of Wednesday, 26th Fanuary, 1887, and addressed to the Mudirs and 
Governors :— 
CerTAIN pilgrims take advantage of their journey to Mecca to bring back with them 
Slaves which they buy in the Hedjaz (Arabia). In order to pass the inspection of the 
Slave-Trade Offices, they declare these Slaves to be their wives or liberated Slaves, im 
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proof of which they are furnished with certificates of marriage or manumission papers, 
which are exhibited to the officer. As a rule, these papers are in the hands of the 
proprietor, the Slaves having no knowledge of them whatever ; and their sole use is 
to enable them to introduce Slaves into Egypt for the purpose of sale. In order to 
put an end to this abuse, which is contrary to the spirit of the Convention with 
England, it has been decided that henceforth all pilgrims going to Mecca, and who wish 
to take coloured servants through Egypt, must inscribe the names of these servants at 
the Slave-trade office of the Department, or of the Mudirieh through which they pass. 
There will then be delivered to them a certificate describing each person in full; this 
certificate is to be registered and deposited at Suez, or at any other port of embarkation, 
by the Slave-Trade Department of the locality. No Slave will be allowed to re-enter 
Egypt with his master except on the production of this certificate. 
ABDEL-KADER, 
Bosphore Egyptien, February 7, 1887. MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR. 








Morocco. 


PARLIAMENTARY—SLAVERY AT TANGIER. 
House oF Commons, February 15. 

Mr. A. PEASE asked whether it was a fact that the free negro, Et Farau, who had 
been wrongfully imprisoned as a runaway Slave, but liberated by order of the SULTAN 
oF Morocco last year, owing to the representations of the British and other Ministers 
at Tangier, had been re-arrested, and was now in prison at Tangier ; and, if so, whether 
Her Majesty’s Government would communicate with the British Minister at Tangier 
with a view to securing his release. 

Sir J. FerGusson: It is true that Et Farau has been re-committed to prison. 
The Moorish authorities have replied to the remonstrances of the British and 
Portuguese representatives that, as the SuLTAN gave direct orders for the arrest, they 
cannot discuss the question. 

We trust that Her Majesty’s Government will not suffer their Minister 
in Morocco to be put off with such a snub as the one above recorded. The 
poor man, FaTan, who had been working for many months in the Port of 
Tangier, where he was highly respected, was suddenly arrested and thrown 
into the loathsome jail of that town by an arbitrary decree of the Governor. 
He was subsequently released on the demand of the British and Portuguese 
Ministers, who maintained that as he had originally been brought to Tangier 
by an English vessel from Gibraltar he was entitled to his freedom. We can 
hardly think H.E. Mr. Kirsy GREEN is the man to allow this plea to be thus 
contemptuously set aside by the Tangier authorities. 








The East African Slave Trade. 


INFORMATION has just reached the Admiralty from Rear-Admiral Sir FREDERICK 
Ricuarps, K.C.B., commanding on the East Indian station, to the effect that there 
has been a large increase in the number of dhows and other Arab Slave vessels captured 
and condemned during the past few months for participation in the Slave traffic. For 
three or four years the trade had shown unusual activity, chiefly due to the Egyptian. 
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and Soudan troubles causing most of the smaller British war vessels on the Eagt 
Indian station to be concentrated in the Red Sea, leaving the Slave coast in a more 
unguarded state than it had been for years. Under these circumstances the immediate 
result was a considerable extension of the trade and of the number of vessels engaged 
in it, more particularly on the long 3,000 miles of seaboard from Cape Guardafui, on 
the north, to Corrientes in the south, and including the Mozambique and Zanzibar 
territories ; but with the return of the ships to their proper stations a more stringent 
ocean police has been re-established, with very satisfactory results. The Admiral has 
recently visited Zanzibar, and other points on the coast, in order to supervise the 
cruising arrangements, but such close personal attention cannot be very frequently 
iven, as the East Indian Commander’s duty extends all round the coast of the Indian 
cean from Corrientes to Singapore. The repressive activity is, however, considerably 
hampered by the limited speed of many of the vessels on the station. The Bacchante, 
Admiral RicHarp’s flagship, can steam 15 knots an hour on the measured mile, and is 
believed to be equal to the fastest of the Slavers, but the next in point of speed are the 
Briton, 13 knots, and the Zurguoise, 12, while the Kingfisher, Mariner, Osprey, and 
Reindeer are only equal to 11 knots, and the Penguin, Ranger, and Woodlark to to. ° 


Slavery in Turkey. 


The following telegram in Zhe Standard of February 28th, confirms 
what we have already stated as to the great increase of the 


SLAVE-TRADE IN THE RED SEA. 
Caro, February 27th, 


In reference to statements published lately to the effect that the Slave-trade in 
the Soudan is again increasing, I would point particularly to the case of Rowaiyeh. 

Some time ago the salt mines at this spot were put up to auction at Suakin, and 
the general bidding halted at about three thousand pounds, when SHENAWI Bey, the 
richest merchant in the town, stepped in and offered six thousand, for which price he 
at once obtained them. Since then Rowaiyeh has become almost a free export town, 
to the great detriment of the Suakin Customs. 

But the place is especially devoted to the trade in Slaves, for which purpose, 
indeed, SHENAWI bought it. The traffic is carried on briskly. Large dhows can make 
the passage across to Jeddah in one day, and when going before the wind they cannot 
be caught even by fast cruisers. 

These facts are notorious, but no measures appear to have been taken to remedy 
the evil. 


SALE OF SLAVES IN TUNIS. 


(FROM THE CORRESPONDENT OF THE Daily News.) 


Tunis, February 25th. 


I am informed that several Slaves have recently been imported and sold here, in 
violation of the provisions of the Anglo-Tunisian Treaty of 1878. 
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Staceyville Baptist Church... 1 


” ? 
“In loving remembrance of my Benbow, R. L. ... 


” 10 » 
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LEGACY. 


s. 
Camps, Henry, (The late) ... oe on ro ‘on one wie -_ wee 258 6 














Rote, 


Donors of Five Pounps and upwards, and Annual Subscribers of TEN 
SHILLINGS and upwards, become Members of the BriTIsH AND FOREIGN 
AntI-SLaveRY Society. Every fresh member adds to the power of the 
Society in raising its voice against what LivinGsTonE so aptly called the 
“open sore of the world.” 
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FORM OF BEQUEST 


TO THE 


ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 








“T give to the Treasurer of the Anti-Slavery Society, or to the person 
for the time being acting as such, whose receipt I direct shall be a full 
discharge for the same, the sum of £ sterling 
free of wegacy Duty) to be applied for the general purposes of the said 
Society, to be fully paid out of such part of my personal estate as is legally 


applicable to such purpose.” 


Cordon Anti-Slavery Memorial Fund. 











NE hopeful feature of the past year is the Anti- 
Slavery policy still carried out in Central Africa 
by Emin Pacua, one of the Governors appointed 

by the late GENERAL GORDON. 





The only Memorial connecting Gordon’s name_ with his 

Anti-Slavery work is that now in course of formation by the 

Society, which at present amounts to about £500, invested in 
the names of Trustees. 





THE FUND JIS STILL OPEN, AND, IT IS HOPED, WILL BE 
LARGELY INCREASED, 





Remittances, crossed “ Barclay, Bevan & Co.,”" may be sent to 


CHARLES H. ALLEN, 


Secretary. 
55, NEW BROAD STREET, 


LONDON, E.C. 
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Price 18., by Post 1s. 2d. 
Published by LONGMANS, GREEN & Co., 39, Paternoster Row, E.C. 


Twelfth Annual Cdition of the Classified Directory 


TO THE METROPOLITAN CHARITIES FOR 1887; 
Giving full Information of above One Thousand Metropolitan Charitable Institutions ; all the 
Religious, Medical, Educational, Reformatory, Preventive, Relief, and other Charities, being 
grouped or classed under their respective Headings, 


Together with an APPENDIX, containing a List of similar Institutions in England and Wales, by W. F. HOWE, 
‘Nelson’? House, 109, Queen’s Road, Brighton, Editor of each of the Twelve Editions, 


“Tam exceedingly obliged to you for ‘The Classified Directory, I shall Jind it most useful.”—(This had 
reference to the apportionment of a £60,000 Legacy amongst London Charities). Right Hon. The (late) Eart or 
Suarressury, K.G. 


“ Such a Work cannot fail to be of great utility, and I hope it may give a practical impulse where it is much 
needed.’ —Right Hon. W. E. GLtapstone, M.P. 


N.B.—AI1 Communications should be sent to the Eprror, addressed as above. 


CAUTION ! 
“ MONTSERRAT ” 


LIME-FRUIT JUICE & CORDIALS, 


The success of the above has caused many IMITATIONS to spring up, many 
of them UTTERLY WORTHLESS Concoctions. It is therefore of the 
utmost importance to Traders as well as the Public to see that the Trade Mark 
of the MONTSERRAT COMPANY, and the name of the SOLE 
CONSIGNEES—EVANS, SONS & CO., LIVERPOOL, are on the 
Capsule of each Bottlee ALL OTHERS ARE IMITATIONS. The word 
‘‘ Montserrat” being also duly registered as a Trade Mark, Legal proceedings 
will be instituted against all persons using or dealing in Lime Juice, or 
Preparations thereof, bearing that word. 
From all Chemists, Grocers, Wine Merchants Everywhere. 


“PANNUS CORIUM” 
THE EASIEST BOOTS IN THE WORLD. 


HALI & SONS, 
. Patentees, 
57, Bishopsgate Within, E.C. 


6, WELLINGTON STREET, STRAND, W.C, 
And 5, Stoke Newington Road, N. 


SUITED FOR SUMMER AND WINTER WEAR. 

















FORSTER MEMORIAL FUND. 


Committee. 


The Most Hon. the Marguts or Satispury, K.G. The Most Hon. the Marouts 
or HartINGTON, M.P. The Right Hon. the Eart or SELBorNE. The Right Hon. 
the Ear: Cowper, K.G. The Right Hon. the Eart or RosrBery. The Right Rev. 
the Lorp BisHor OF Lonpon. The Lorp CureFr Justice oF ENGLAND. The Right 
Hon. Lorp BLAcHForD, G.C.M.G. The Right Hon. Lorp Emty. Lorp Brassey, 
K.C.B. The Right. Hon. W. H. Smirx, M.P. The Right Hon. G. J. Goscuen, M.P. 
The Right Hon. Sir Henry T. Hotanp, Bart., G.C.M.G.,M.P. The Right Hon. 
EDWARD STANHOPE, M.P. The Right Hon. A. J. MunpELLa, M.P. The Right Hon. 
Hucu C. E. Cuiipers, M.P. The Right Hon. Str Francis SAnprorp, K.C.B. 
Sir T. FOwELL Buxton, Bart. Sir DANniEL Cooper, Bart., K.C.M.G. ALDERMAN SIR 
RoBpERT FowLeR, Bart., M.P. Sir JoHn Luspock, Bart., M.P. Sir Josepu Pease, 
Bart, M.P. ALDERMAN SiR Wi_itiaAmM McArtuur, K.C.M.G. The Rev. Canon 
Jackson. SiR Epwarp Baines. Capratn J.C. Cotoms, M.P. The Rev. Dr. Rice. 
Tuomas HuGHEs, Esq., Q.C. Patrick Cumin, Esq., C.B. JAMEs Cropper, Esq. 
Sampson S. Ltoyp, Esq. HENRY MITCHELL, Esq. JoHN Batt, Esq. 


R. A. McCati, Esq. 
A. H. LORING, Hon. Secretary. 








It is believed that Englishmen throughout the world will always desire 
to perpetuate the memory of those who have served their country with that 
fearless honesty and singleness of purpose which were the conspicuous 
characteristics of the political life of the late Mr. W. E. Forster. 


In this belief a Committee has been formed, for the purpose of carrying 
out in a suitable manner the commemoration of Mr. ForsTer’s life. 

This Committee proposes that the Subscriptions should, in the first 
instance, be applied to the erection of a STATUE of the late Statesman. 

The Committee believes that this proposal will commend itself, not only 
to the inhabitants of the United Kingdom, but also to their fellow-subjects in 
the Colonies and throughout the world, who will not forget the deep interest 
which Mr. ForsTER always evinced in matters affecting their welfare or that of 
the Empire at large, and the strongly expressed desire in his last public 
utterance that he might live to see “the British realm, a realm extending all 
“the world over, and her children whom she has sent out, themselves self- 
“governing communities, united together in a bond of peace that shall be an 
“example to the world.” 

It will not fail to occur to many that the measures carried into effect by 
Mr. Forster, when in office, are in themselves lasting witnesses of his 
unwearying efforts for the good of his countrymen ; and it is believed by the 
Committee that those who have profited by them will desire this opportunity 
of showing their appreciation of the benefits resulting from his labours. 

The Committee therefore invite the Subscriptions of all those who wish 
to avail themselves of this occasion to do honour to the memory of the late 
Statesman. 

Subscriptions should be sent to the Secretary, ‘‘ Forster Memorial Fund,” 
at this address, or they may be paid to Messrs. DimsDALE, FOow Ler, 
gag & Co., 50, Cornhill, E.C., who have kindly undertaken to receive 
them. 


43, St. MARGARET’S OFFICES, 
VicToRIA STREET, S.W. 








GOLD MEDALS EDINBURGE & LIVEREOOL aT a 
38 Prize Medals Awarded 
to the Firm. 


Frys 



















TRADE MARK. 


PURE CONCENTRATED 





@ocos. 


Prepared by a new and special scientific process, securing extreme 
solubility, and developing the finest flavour of the Cocoa, 
PUREH—HASILY DIGHSTHD—HCONOMICAL. 
From SIR CHARLES A. CAMERON, DD. 
President of the Royal College of Surgeons, Ireland ; Medical Officer of Health, "Dublin, &. 


“J have formed A HIGH OPINION OF ITS DIETETIC VALUE. I have never tasted 
Cocoa that I like so well. It forms a beverage pleasant both in flavour and odour. IT IS 
ESPECIALLY ADAPTED TO THOSE WHOSE DIGESTIVE ORGANS ARE WEAK, 


J. S. FRY & SONS, Bristol, London, and Sydney. 


SAMUEL HARRIS & Co, 


Booksellers, Publishers, & Bookbinoders, 


The Revised Bible in all the ‘V arieties. 


FULL DISCOUNT. 














BOOKS NOT IN STOCK PROCURED AT THE 
SHORTEST NOTICE. 


Books in Print sent bp Return Post. 





Residents in the Country desiring to avail themselves of the advantages 
offered by the Parcels Post, are invited to apply to S.H. & Co, The full 
discount is allowed for cash. 


BOOKBINDING 


IN EVERY STYLE, BY THE BEST WORKMEN, ON MODERATE TERMS. 
5, BISHOPSGATE WITHOUT, LONDON, E.C. _ 


Printed by ABRAHAM KINGDON & NEWNHAM, 16, Finsbury Street, Moorgate, E.C. 























